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FIRST MEETING OF BOARD OF REGENTS 


Members of the Board of Regents of the National Library of Med- 
icine assembled atthe Library on March 20 for their first meeting. 
All members of the Board except Dr. I. S. Ravdin were present; also 
present was Dr. Aims C. McGuinness, Special Assistant for Health 
and Medical Affairs to the Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare. 


Dr. Leroy E. Burney, Surgeon General of the Public Health Serv- 
ice, served as Chairman pro tem, welcoming the group and addressing 
to it some general remarks on the nature of the tasks ahead and the 
role of the Board anent them. 


After approving a list of agenda, the 3oard elected Dr. Worth B. 
Daniels, Clinical Professor of Medicine at Georgetown University, as 
the first Chairman of the Board of Regents. Dr. Champ Lyons, Pro- 
fessor of Surgery at the University of Alabama Medical College, was 
elected Vice Chairman. Lieutenant Colonel Frank 3. Rogers, Direc- 
tor of the National Library of Medicine, was designated Secretary to 
the Board. 


The Board heard a report from the Director of the Library, in 
which the activities of the Library during the last six months were re- 
viewed, the budget for Fiscal Year 1958 was explained, and various 
policy matters to be brought before future meetings of the Board were 
mentioned. The status of building plans was summarized, and there 
ensued a long discussion of the course ahead. 


The Board then turned to the problem of site selection, under the 
terms of Section 376 of the National Library of Medicine Act which 
specifies that ''the Administrator of General Services is authorized to 
acquire, by purchase, condemnation, donation, or otherwise, a suit- 
able site or sites, selected by the Surgeon General in accordance with 
the direction of the Board, for such buildings and facilities and to erect 
thereon, furnish, and equip such buildings and facilities." Discussion 
of this matter occupied the Board for the balance of its deliberations; 
the Board took no action, but deferred the decision. 


The second meeting of the Board is scheduled for April 29, when 
discussion of site selection will be resumed, and the Board will also 
— recommended changes in the over-all loan policies of the Li- 

rary. 
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SELECTION OF ARCHITECT 


The Public Buildings Service of the General Services Adminis- 
trationis in the process of selecting an architect with whom a contract 
will be negotiated for service in connection with the new building for 
the National Library of Medicine. (It will be recalled that planning 
funds in the amount of $350,000 were appropriated in the Second Sup- 
plemental Appropriations bill of the 84th Congress which was passed 
by both the House and the Senate on July 27,1956.) Preliminary serv- 
ices of the architect would proceed on a phased basis, with the initial 
phase devoted to afunctional study of National Library of Medicine re- 
quirements. The Commissioner of Public 3uildings is expected mo- 
mentarily to announce selection of the architect who will perform these 
tasks. 


CARD-FORM PUBLICATIONS 


The Library's April-May exhibit is on card-form publications in 
medicine and related fields, prepared by Mrs. Jane M. Fulcher of the 
Reference Division. The exhibit displays some of the publications 
which are, or have been, important in the biological sciences, calls 
attention tothe great variety of card services which are published, 
and summarizes reasons for their popularity, along with some dissent- 
ing views of budget-minded librarians. The exhibit is a by-product of 
a project which began last year with a survey of card publications cur- 
rently acquired by the National Library of Medicine. When the current 
project is completed the findings will be summarized in an annotated 
list which is expected to be ready early in 1958. Forty American and 
several foreign libraries have contributed to this study. 


Most card-form publications are derivative in nature, being in- 
dexing or abstracting tools which vary greatly in the extent and depth 
of their coverage. One important category embraces national medical 
bibliographies such as Bibliographia Medica Cechoslovaca, Index Med- 
icus Danicus (on cards 1928-1947), and Japan Science Review (Medical 
Sciences Section). 


Next there are the published catalog cards of large medical col- 
lections. The National Library of Medicine, for example, issues al- 
most 20,000 unit cards annually, covering the books of all ages and all 
countries which have been cataloged during the year. Similarly the 
Library of Congress publishes cards which may be subscribed for by 
subject (about 1,700 in medicine in 1956). Another collection which 
contains a substantial amount of medical material is the collection of 
technical research reports maintained by the Armed Services Techni- 
cal Information Agency. Catalog cards carrying abstracts of these 
documents are prepared and distributed to certain government agen- 
cies and their contractors. 
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A third group of publications are those providing thorough cover- 
age of limited subject fields. The Concilium ibliographicum, pub- 
lished in Zurich from 1896 until the late 1930's and finally discontin- 
ued because of inadequate financial support, made an effort to cover 
all books and periodical articles, of all languages, in zoology, physi- 
ology, anatomy, and related fields. Likewise, since 1917 the Advance 
Abstract Card Service of the Wistar Institute has summarized in ad- 
vance all of the papers (about 500) to be published during the year in 
the Institute's several journals. The Classified Abstract Archive of 
the Alcohol Literature (Yale) and the Bibliography of Electron Micros- 
copy (New York) cover their respective fields thoroughly and are dis- 
tinctive in that they are published on edge-slotted cards which permit 
maintenance of files in random order, obviating filing. 


The most numerous of the indexing/abstracting card publications 
are the highly selective services designed primarily for the use of the 
practicing physician, dentist, or hospital administrator. Two of the 
best known American publications of thistype are the Hospital Abstract 
Service and its twin, the Medical Abstract Service, each of which pro- 
vides very long abstracts of about 120 articles each year. There are 
several similar publications in German, and a few in other languages. 


The card form is also used for original publication, especially 
for information concerning new drugs. Drug companies frequently use 
file cards for advertising their products. More important are the 
pharmaceutical society publications such as Index of New Products 
(London), Dokumentation Galenica(Berne), Farmatek(Oslo), Novitaten- 
kartei (Frankfurt), and Repertoire Permanent des Specialités (Paris). 


The Library exhibit for April-May displays many of these publica- 
tions, and shows the advantages and disadvantages of the card form as 
a means of maintaining bibliographic control of the medical literature. 


SCIENTIFIC TRANSLATIONS 


Scientific Translations; a preliminary guide to sources and serv- 
ices has appeared as Public Health Service Publication No. 514, eman- 
ating from the National Library of Medicine. This 12-page pamphlet 
was edited by Miss Sheila Parker of the Library staff, with the consid- 
erable assistance and encouragement of Miss Rosemary Roberts and 
Mr. Scott Adams of the National Institutes of Health, and Mr. Ralph 
O'Dette of the National Science Foundation. 

The guide represents a preliminary attempt to provide a directory 
of sources for locating and procuring translations, including data on 
cooperative translation programs, governmental agencies which collect 
or prepare translations, and a list of commercial translation services 
in the United States; though incomplete, the guide is offered at this time 
a8 a stopgap measure to meet the critical need for information in this 
field. A copy may be obtained by request to the Director, National Li- 
brary of Medicine. 
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INTERNS SELECTED 


Three outstanding library school students who will receive their 
master's degrees in library science this summer have been selected 
for internships at the National Library of Medicine for the academic 
year beginning in September 1957. The interns are Vivian M. Buggs, 
University of Michigan, Ann N. Curtis, University of California. Willi- 
am Wiedman, Columbia University. 


HENRY ERNEST SIGERIST, 1891-1957 


Dr. Henry E. Sigerist, dean of medical historians, died at Pura, 
Switzerland, on March 17, 1957, following a cerebral hemorrhage sus- 
tained two days earlier. 

Dr. Sigerist succeeded his teacher, the late Professor Karl Sud- 
hoff, as Director of the Institute of the History of Medicine at the Uni- 
versity of Leipzig in 1925. In 1932 Dr. Sigerist became Director of 
the Institute of the History of Medicine at the Johns Hopkins University 
in Baltimore, and served in this post until 1947 when, as a research 
associate of Yale University, he returned to Switzerland to write a pro- 
posed multi-volume history of medicine. Only the first volume, on 
primitive and archaic medicine, has so far appeared (1951). Dr. Si- 
gerist wrote many other books, was awarded many honors, and held 
many high posts. He served as President of the American Association 
of the History of Medicine in 1937, and as President of the History of 
Science Society in 1939-40. 


FULBRIGHT AWARD 


Dr. Estelle Brodman, Assistant Librarian for Reference Services 
at the National Library of Medicine, has been awarded a Fulbright grant 
for research abroad during the academic year beginning in September. 
It is hoped that the necessary arrangements can be made at the L ibrary 
so that Dr. Brodman can pursue her studies, which are on education 
for medical librarianship. She will make her headquarters at the Uni- 
versity of London, but will also visit France, Italy, and Germany in 
connection with her research. 


RECENT 16TH CENTURY ACQUISITIONS 


Galen. De differentiis febrium. Paris, 1519. 

Tommaso del Garbo. Commentaria in libros Galeni de febrium 
differentiis. [Lyon, 1515]. 

Hippocrates. Aphorismorum genuina lectio. Basel, 1547. 

Valasco de Tarenta. Philonium. Venice, 1523. 


The Library has also received an interesting 1778 imprint from Peru: 
Constituciones y ordenanzas del Hospital Real de Santa Ana de Lima. 











